
V. POLIOMYELITIS.

Occasionally we see anterior poliomyelitis in the
acute stage but if it is often unrecognized in the
United States, it is still less frequently observed
in China, before the development of paralysis. The
residual paralyses are frequently seen, involving all
four extremities. A case of the latter type is in
the medical service at the present time and is
deriving great improvement from tonic medication,
massage and graded exercises.

I have seen one case of distinctly marked herpes
zoster (acute posterior poliomyelitis). Chronic an-
terior poliomyelitis has thus far not been observed.

VI. MISCELLANEOUS CASES.
It is desired to record the presence of certain

other diseases of the nervous system although
their case records are entirely typical and do not
warrant extended notice. Epilepsy is compara-
tively frequent, in both major and minor forms.
Neuritis and Bell's palsy offer an occasional case.
I have seen in clinic one typical case of paralysis
agitana, and in the wards at this writing are one
case each of arthritis deformans, occipito-cervical
neuralgia, Little's disease, a mild Sydenham's
chorea in a man with chronic myocardial disease,
and finally, a case of neuritis secondary to a be-
ginning rotary-lateral spinal curvature.

Book Reviews

Experimental Pharmacology as the Foundation
of Drug Treatment. A Text-book for Stu-
dents and Physicians. By Dr. Hans H.
Meyer, Vienna and Dr. R. Gottlieb, Heidel-
berg, Professors of Pharmacology. Third,
newly revised edition. Berlin and Vienna:
Urban and Schwarzenberg. 1914.

The first edition of this standard German
work, published in 1910, dealt with experimental
pharmacology as an aspect of biology. In the
second edition, published the next year, addi-
tions were made in the pharmacology of the
genitalia and in prophylactic pharmacology, and
a terminal chapter was introduced on the condi-
tions of drug action. This third edition aims to
complete the original in accordance with the
progress of knowledge. It is illustrated with 66
text cuts and one excellent colored table. It is
a work of value to specialists in this subject, but
hardly available to the general American prac-
titioner.

Ambidexterity and Mental Culture. By H.
Macnaughton-Jones, M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I.
New York: Rebman Company 1914.

This monograph is intended to demonstrate
the influence of ambidextrous exercises on the
mind of the growing child and its consequent
value in character development. It is an inter-
esting and important work, whatever may be

one's agreement with its conclusions, and is well
illustrated with 17 full-page plates, several
text-figures, and a folding frontispiece scheme
showing the connections between the speech and
writing centres and the arms and hands. By
way of general comment one might suggest that
the common preferential development of one
hand, whether right or left, is probably an ex-
ample of natural evolutionary specialization,
and that perhaps time devoted to equal training
of both hands might result in diminished special
efficiency for each.

Local Anesthesia. Its Scientific Basis and Prac-
tical Use. By Prof. Dr. Heinrich Braun,
Zwickau, Germany. Translated and edited by
Percy Shields, M.D., A.C.S., Cincinnati,
Ohio. From the third revised German edi-
tion. With 215 illustrations in black and col-
ors. Philadelphia and New York: Lea and
Febiger. 1914.

Krohn's English translation of Hirsehel's
German "Text-Book of Local Anesthesia" was
reviewed in the issue of the Journal for Aug.
20, 1914 (Vol. clxxi, p. 317), and Arnold's ver-
sion of Schlesinger's briefer manual in the issue,
for Oct. 8, 1914 (Vol. clxxi, p. 569).

The present volume, by the world's pioneer
and leading authority in local anesthesia, may
be regarded as the standard on which other
works on this subject are based. Braun 's text-
book has already two German editions, and
from this third edition it is for the first time
made available to English readers. It is an
elaborate work of 400 pages, with abundant il-
lustrations, and should take in American med-
ical literature the same dominant position which
it has for some time held in Europe.
Text-Book of Clinical Methods of Investigation.

For Students and Physicians. By Prof. Dr.
Theodor Brugsch, Berlin, and Prof. Dr. Al-
fred Schittenhelm, K\l=o"\nigsberg. Volume II,
Parts I and II. Technic of Special Clinical
Methods of Investigation. Berlin and Vi-
enna: Urban and Schwarzenberg. 1914.

This voluminous German work is published as
a complement to the second edition, issued in
1911, of the authors' original standard text-book
on clinical methods of investigation. It de-
scribes in detail those scientific methods which
can be carried out only in well-equipped labora-
tories and by an expert hand. It is written in
collaboration with Brahm, Janus, Müller, Nico-
lae, and Plesch of Berlin, Frey, Meyer-Betz, and
Wiedemann of Königsberg, Schade of Kiel,
Schmid and Stumpf of Breslau, and Weich-
ardt of Erlangen. The first part is illustrated
with 359, the second with 115 text figures and
one colored table.

 
 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 

The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIV OF MANITOBA LIBRARIES on June 22, 2016. 
 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


